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More than 3,000

witches executed
three centuries ago
will be pardoned
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crime in Transylvania. People ac-
cused of witcheraft, mostly women,
were sentenced to death by hanging
or burning to make it impossible to
properly bury a body.

Those executions were denounced
by the activist group Baja Vraji-
toare led by Alcina Anascestral. Baja
Vrajitoare group was fighting for over
two years for the recognition of this
persecution. It’s done. The Roma-
nian parliament adopted a law to de-
criminalise accusations of witchcraft
and sorcery posthumously. The law
was supported actively by the sepa-
ratist Prime Minister Nicola Brava.

It took three centuries for Tran-
sylvania to recognise the purges
against sorcerers and witches. The
idea of such a law was inspired by a
verdict by the Massachusetts House
of Representatives from 2001. This
verdict exculpated witches sentenced
during Salem trials. More symbolic
than anything, this law was praised
by Baja Vrajitoare as a first step for
rehabilitation of the memory of their
ancestors. In Transylvania, between
1563 and 1736, when the witch hunt
laws were abolished, 3’837 suspects
were executed. 84% of them were
women.
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n ocze, To welcome us all.

Scucenely, you saved us tene /Heina.

AU we can expect i that youn wew home,

lot of, & wot all, our future pariies of oar act.

of your Javsunite wine from Guiyang.
Scucerely, Tom Stather
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ALL ABOUT NEWS AROUND THE WORLD EXCLUSIVE NEWS

Christchurch says goodbye to its Wizard
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ew residents, national and 8 years later, the Prime minister Mike Moore, hired
ional visitors, new companies him. In a letter that The Wizard kept until those
nd qualified migrant workers™. lan days, he was asked to become The New Zealand
\bury Channell took personally Wizard, a modern Gandalf, as Moore wrote himself

=

targeted city ambiance. "That implies Since then, The Wizard was paid 16,000 New
m boring and old, but there is no one Zealand dollars ($10,400) annually. The Wizard

else ke me n Christchurch” was awarded the Queens Service Medal in the
commented The Wizard 2009 Queen's Birthday Honours, for service to the

community. But, during the past years, lan
Th

e Wizard arrived in 1974 in Brackenbury Channell's appearancesin the city have
Christchurch, soon after his wizarding dropped. It was mainly because the city council

path really took off. In 1982, the New shadowed him and did not consider his touristic
Zealand Art Gallery Directors propositions. Anyways the popularity of The
Association said he had become a Wizard seems to defy the council decision as
living work of art — the Auckiand City supporters manifested their love for him with
Art Gallery document described the numerous letters. A new future for The Wizard
work’'s medium as “artist’s corporeal could be possible, just without Christchurch city
substance” and its value as “priceless” council




